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•Matt  h.  XIX.  23,  24. 

Then  faid  Jefus  unto  his  Difciples , 
Nerily  I  fay  unto  you ,  a  rich 
Man  Jhall  hardly  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

jlnd  again  I  fay  unto  you ,  It  is  ea-  \ 
fer  for  a  Camel  to  go  through  the 
Eye  of  a  Needle,  than  for  a  rich 
Man  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 

God. 


HEN  faid  Jefus  unto  his  Difciples— *- 
Our  Lord  had  juft  before  been  en¬ 
gag’d  in  difcourfe  with  a  young 
Gentleman  in  wealthy  Circum- 
ftances,  a  Ruler  according  to  St.  Luke,  whochap. 
had  probably  heard  of  the  Fame  of  Jehus,  and  i8' 
came  to  him  ■,  not  like  feme  of  the  Pharifees, 

10  tempt  him  ;  nor  yet  in  a  ludicrous  and 
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Cneering  way,  for  Divcrfion  and  Sport  j  but 
with  great  Modefty  and  Refpebt,  (erioufly  to 
advife  with  him  about  the  Care  of  his  Soul. 

F  o  r  this  Gentleman,  it  is  plain,  did  be¬ 
lieve  he  had  a  Soul,  and  had  liv’d  according¬ 
ly  ;  and  would  therefore,  by  the  way,  have 
made  but  an  odd  Figure  among  many  of  our 
f, mart  and  fprightly  Youths  in  the  prefent  Age, 
and  fame  coo  of  riper  Years. 

From  that  fhort  Account  of  him  we  meet 
with  in  the  Gofpels,  he  appears  to  have  been 
foberly  and  virtuoully  brought  up,  and  to 
have  retain’d  that  Senfe  of  Religion  when  he 
came  to  Manhood,  which  thro’  the  pious 
Care  of  his  Parents  and  Tutors  had  in  his  Mi¬ 
nority  been  imprinted  upon  him. 

When  our  Saviour  told  him  of  keeping 
the  Commandments ,  and  particularly  of  doing  no 
Murder,  not  committing  Adultery,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Duties  of  the  fecond  Table,  his  An- 
fwer  was.  Ail  theje  things  have  I  kept  from  my 
Youth  up.  And  tho’  St.  Aujlin *  thought  there 
was  more  of  Arrogance  than  Truth  in  what  he 
laid,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  any  fuch  Con- 
jeaure  ■,  but,  on  the  contrary,  great  Caufe  to 
believe  (notwithftanding  we  have  but  his  own 

*  Ep.  ad  Hilar.  Tom.  II.  Pag. 407.  c.  Bafil.Edif, 
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Word  for  it)  that  he  actually  had  kept  all  thofe 
Commandments  from  his  Youth  up  :  For  Sr.  Mark 
obferves,  that  immediately  after  he  made  this 
Declaration,  Jefus  (who  had  no  Fondnefs  for 
Liars  or  Hypocrites)  beholding  him,  loved  him . 

So  that  one  would  think  no  Man  could  well 
ftand  fairer  for  that  eternal  Life  he  wanted  to 
make  fare  of,  than  he  did.  It  is  certain,  he 
had  made  very  confiderable  Advances  towards 
it,  and  voas  not  far  from  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

And  great  pity  it  is  that  a  Youth  of  fuch 
Hopes,  of  fuch  uncommon  Proficiencies,  fhould 
atlaftgive  out,  and  turn  off  into  another  Road. 

But,  it  feems,  an  unexpected  Difficulty  hap¬ 
pening  to  lie  in  his  way,  which  he  knew  not 
how  to  get  over,  quite  difcourag’d  him  from 
going  on.  He  was  now  to  enter  in  at  a  Jlrait 
Gate,  and  (to  carry  on  the  Metaphor)  he  ha¬ 
ving  a  great  many  things  about  him  which 
render’d  him  very  bulky,  to  facilitate  his  Paf 
lage,  our  Lord  thought  it  abfolutely  necefla- 
ry  he  fhould  firffc  ftrip  himfelf  of  thofe  En¬ 
cumbrances;  and  therefore  tells  him.  If  thouver. 
nvilt  he  perfect,  go  and  fell  that  thou  hajl,  and 
give  to  the  Poor,  and  thou  Jhalt  have  Treafure  in 
Heaven ,  and  come  and  follovo  me  j  hut  vuben  the 
young  Man  heard  that  Saying,  the  Evangelift 
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remarks,  he  went  away  forrowful,  for  he  bad 
great  PoffeJJions.  So  hard  a  Matter  it  is  (how 
commendable  foever  our  Conduct  may  have 
been  hitherto)  for  us  to  know  ourfelves !  To 
know,  even  when  the  Principles  upon  which 
we  have  a<3ted  have  been  tried,  and  found  to 
be  right  and  good,  and  of  Strength  fufficient 
to  guard  us  againft  the  common  Allurements  of 
corrupted  Nature,  whether  yet  in  extraordi¬ 
nary  Cafes  they  may  not  prove  defective ;  whe¬ 
ther  they  may  be  rooted  in  us  with  that  Stabi¬ 
lity  and  Firmnefs  as  to  enable  us  under  furpri- 
zing  Difficulties*  when  affaulted  by  great  and 
powerful  Temptations,  to  hand  our  ground ! 

This  Gentleman,  without  queftion,  fan¬ 
cied  he  perfectly  knew  his  own  Heart  ;  and 
could  not,  in  the  lead,  fufpedt  it  capable  of 
proving  treacherous  He  had  kept  the  Com¬ 
mandments  5  had.  none  of  the  uffial  Excursions 
and  Follies  of  Youth  to  reproach  himfelf 
with  ;  and  if  an  Obfervance  of  the  Law  of 
Mofes  was  not  enough,  he  found  himfelf  dis¬ 
pos’d  for  higher  Attainments ;  and  only  want¬ 
ed  this  Great  Prophet  and  Teacher  to  fay, 
what  it  was  he  requir’d  more  and  it  fhould 
be  done. — So  he  thought. — But  alas !  when 
the  Searcher  of  Hearts  came  to  ihew  him  to 
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himfelf  How  foon  was  he  undeceiv’d  ?  How 
ioon  was  he  convinc’d  of  what,  till  then,  he 
had  little  imagin’d,  that  after  all  his  Eagernefs 
and  Sollicitude  about  a  future  Life,  the prefent 
World  was  uppermoft  in  his  Mind  ? 

Then  faid  Jefus  unto  his  Difciples,  verily  I 
fay  -unto  you ,  a  rich  man  Jhatt  hardly  enter 
into ,  &c. 

Thus  have  we  confider’d  the  Occafion 
of  this  remarkable  Paflage  under  our  Survey 
and  now  I  muff  freely  confefs  to  you,  that 
the  Sentence  here  pronounc’d,  appears  to  be 
a  hard  faying  to  Eleili  and  Blood. — To  con¬ 
demn  all,  who  are  fuccefsful  and  pining  in 
this  Life,  to  the  Regions  of  Darknefs  in  the 
next !  As  if  none  but  fuch  as  Lazarus  fliall 
be  carried  into  Abraham  s  Bofbm  !  As  if  Pa- 
radife  was  only  prepar’d  for  the  Beggar !  As 
if  the  prefent  plentiful  World  was  intended 
meerly  for  our  Punijhment ,  and  every  thing  in 
it  which  is .  good  for  Food,  and  pleafant  to  the 
Eyes,  were  as  dangerous  and  fatal  as  the  for¬ 
bidden  Fruit ! 

The  Expreflion  -  founds  extreamly  harili 
and  fevere,  and  therefore  I  cannot  wonder 
much,  that  even  the  Difciples  themfelves, 
when  they  heard  it,  (as  it  follows  in  the  next 
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Verfe)  were  exceedingly  amazed:  A  Doctrine 
fo  new  and  ft  range,  fo  directly  oppofite  to 
the  eftablifli’d  Opinion  of  Mankind,  may  ea¬ 
sily  be  luppos’d  to  ftartle  them  very  much, 
and,  in  the  height  of  their  Surprize,  put  them 
upon  laying,  *as  they  afterwards  did  among 
themlelves,  Who  then  can  he  fayed  ?  '  For 
Riches  and  Honours  being  the  Gift  of  God, 
and  the  Reward  of  Virtue,  they  might  well 
conclude  all  who  enjoy’d  thole  Blelfings  here, 
to  be  in  the  faireft  way  for  Happinels  here¬ 
after  :  So  that  it  muft  needs  be  a  moft  afton- 
ilhing  Intimation,  that  rich  Men,  inftead  of 
being  more  likely  to  faye  their  Souls  than 
other  People,  were  of  all  People  in  the 
greateft  Danger  of  lofing  them  ;  nay,  that, 
howloever  it  may  be  with  the  rejl  of  Man¬ 
kind,  there  are  no  Hopes  for  them  :  It  is 
eajier  for  a  Camel  to  go  through  the  Eye  of  a 
Needle,  than  for  a  rich  Man  to  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

I  s  it  fo  then,  that  a  plentiful  Eftate  is  a  fure 
Title  to  Damnation  ?  Are  all  money ’d  Men 
the  Children  of  this  World,  the  unhappy  Fa¬ 
vourites  of  Hell  ?  And  is  it  ablolutely  im- 
poftible  to  be  rich  and  to  be  fay’d  ? 
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S  o  fome  have  maintain’d,  and  with  great 
Confidence  too,  from  the  Scripture  before 
us ;  fuppofing  our  Lord  ot  have  here  exprefs’d 
himfelf  fo  very  plainly,  that  his  Words,  with¬ 
out  manifeft  Violence  done  them,  can’t  be 
interpreted  to  bear  any  other  Senfe. 

’T I  s  true,  the  unpleajing  Dodtrine  was 
broach’d  by  Hereticks ;  but  that  Confideration 
(if  that  be  all  which  can  be  urged  againft  it) 
amounts  to  little.  A  Man’s  being  a  Here- 
tick  in  fome  things  does  not  neceflarily  imply 
that  he  muft  be  fo  in  all.  The  Pelagians ,  it 
is  granted,  were  grofsly  miftaken  in  many 
Points  of  Religion ;  but  if  they  were  right 
in  this,  if  their  Notion  of  Riches  and  of  rich' 
Men  was  what  our  Saviour  meant  to  eftablifh, 
in  that  Cafe  the  Hereticks  were  thofe  who  op¬ 
pos’d  them.  Their  Dodfrine  might  be,  and 
indeed  was,  cenfur’d  and  condemn’d  •  but  if 
it  was  the  Doctrine  of  Chrift,  it  is  not  the 
Authority  of  the  Church  can  let  it  afide.  The 
Opinions  of  Fathers,  and  Decrees  of  Coun¬ 
cils  (which  in  doubtful  and  difputable  Mat¬ 
ters  may  be  allow’d  a  Weight)  can  give  no 
Sanction  to  Pofitions  advanc’d  againft  plain 
and  exprefs  W ords  of  Scripture. 
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And  therefore  I  conceive  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  employ  our  Thoughts  a  little  up¬ 
on  the  Text  5  And  in  the 

Firjl  Place,  Endeavour  to  let  it  in  a  true 
light ;  and  then 

Secondly ,  After  we  have  fix’d  the  Dodtrine 
here  intended,  to  confider  (by  way  of  Appli¬ 
cation)  how  thofe  that  have  Riches  Hand  ob¬ 
lig’d,  by  the  Rules  of  the  Gofpel,  to  govern 
their  Condudl  with  refpedl  to  their  Circum- 
ftances. 

T  o  come  at  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning 
of  our  Saviour  in  this  Paffage  is  not  altogether 
fb  eafy  a  thing  as  fome  perhaps  may  imagine. 
We  need  be  at  little  Pains  indeed,  if  we  take 
theWords  as  they  lie  ;  the  fecond  of  thefe  two 
Verfes,  literally  underflood,  and  confider’d 
by  itfelf  as  an  entire  and  independent  Propo- 
fition,  being  for  certain  plain  and  perempto¬ 
ry,  that  no  rich  Man  can  pojfihly  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  And  if  a  more  favourable 
Conftrudtion  cannot  fairly  be  put  upon  it, 
our  Saviour,  I  mufl  tell  you,  will  not  thank 
us  for  attempting  by  falfe  Gloffes  to  foften  any 
1  thing  he  has  affirm’d,  in  order  to  footh  and 
fatter  the  Vanity  or  Avarice  of  Mankind. 
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But  there  is  this  to  be  objected  againft  a 
cloie  Adherence  to  the  Letter,  that  we  {hall 
find  it  impracticable  to  reconcile  the  Doctrine 
with  other  Places  of  Scripture,  which  plainly 
poftefs  us  with  very  different  Ideas.  The  Au¬ 
thor  to  the  Hebrews,  in  the  xith  Chapter  of 
his  Epiftle,  entertains  us  with  a  long  Lift  of 
Worthies  now  with  God,  many  of  whom 
were  Perfbns  of  Condition-,  particularly  Abra¬ 
ham,  lfaac,  and  Jacob,  whom  I  therefore  { In¬ 
gle  out,  becaufe  theft  were  well  known  to  be 
People  of  great  Subftance  and  Power,  and 
withal  becaufe  our  Lord  himfelf  has  given  us 
to  underftand  what  became  of  thofe  three 
Rich  Men  when  they  died,  by  faying.  Many  Mat.  via. 
Jhall  come  from  the  Eajl  and  Wejl,  and  Jhall  jit 11 ' 
down  with  Abraham,  Iftac,  and  Jacob  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Now,  as  a  learned’ Father  argues  againft 

O  O 

the  Pelagians ,  if  Abraham >  lfaac,  and  Jacob 
are  gone  to  Heaven,  then  it  is  not  impoffible 
for  a  Rich  Man  to  be  fav’d  :  and  confequent- 
ly  that  is  not  the  Dodtrine  of  the  Text. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  reply ’d,  that  In¬ 
ferences  drawn  from  Examples  or  Precepts 
before  or  under  the  Mofaic  Law,  are  nothing 
to  the  purpofe.  The  Patriarch?  and  People 
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of  old  were  under  a  milder  and  more  indul¬ 
gent  Difcipline  than  we  Chriflians  are.  Be¬ 
fore  the  coming  of  our  Saviour  it  is  admitted 
that  Riches  were  not  inconfiflent  with  Religion : 
A  Man  might  then  inherit  Piety  and  a  large 
Fortune ,  and  happily  provide  at  once  both 
for  Soul  and  Body :  An  Ifraelite,  I  fay,  might 
abound  with  the  Riches  of  this  World,  and  the 
Riches  of  God’s  Grace  too  5  be  cloth’d  with 
Righteoufnefs  and  coflly  Attire  5  and,  in  fhort, 
enjoy  all  the  Comforts  of  this  Life,  without 
endangering  his  Hopes  of  a  letter.  But  a 
Chriflian  has  no  Encouragement  for  any  Inch 
Expectation.  Under  the  Gofpel,  it  may  be 
laid,  we  are  told  another  Story :  The  main 
Defign  of  that  noble  and  fublime  Inflitution 
is  to  fet  us  above  the  World  whilfl  we  are 
in  it,  to  wean  us  from  the  little  and  lonxi  En¬ 
tertainments  of  Senfe, '  and  raife  our  Minds  to 
their  proper  Object. 

T  o  this  end,  amongft  other  In  fiances  of 
Self  denial  never  heard  of  before,  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  from  every  Difciple  of  Jefus,  that  he  con¬ 
tentedly  fuhmits  to  Poverty  ;  I  don’t  mean,  if 
it  be  his  Lot  to  have  been  born  and  bred  in 
that  humble  State,  that  he  ought  to  be  contented 
with  it  j  there  is  no  great  Matter  in  that, 

for 
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for  a  Man  to  be  reconcil’d  to  his  Condition, 
tho’  it  be  mean  and  fcanty,  who  never  knew 
what  a  better  was  ;  nor  yet  if  he  has  lived  in 
profperous  Circumftances,  but  happens  thro’ 
Lodes  and  Crodes  to  be  brought  low  in  the 
World,  that  he  ought  in  that  Cafe,  to  bear  his 
Troubles  with  Patience,  and  chearfully  ac- 
quiefce  in  that  narrow  Sphere  of  Life  to  which 
the  Providence  of  God  has  reduced  him. 
(  Which  yet,  by  the  way,  is  a  higher  Pitch  of 
Virtue  than  great  numbers  of  thofe  who  call 
themfelves  Chriftians  can  be  perfwaded  to 
come  up  to,)  n 

TM  a  t  Submiffeon  I  am  {peaking  of  is 
quite  another  thing.  What  our  Lord  feems 
to  require,  is,  that  his  Followers,  let  their 
outward  Condition  be  as  lofty  as  it  will, 
fhould  voluntarily  (loop  to  a  State  of  Indi¬ 
gence  and  Diftrefs  ;  be  their  worldy  Sub- 
ftance  never  fo  large  and  confederate,  all 
mud  frankly  be  given  up.  Thofe  who  aim 
at  Treafures  in  Heaven,  are  to  have  none  up¬ 
on  Earth.  The  young  Man  in  the  Context 
is  an  undeniable  Inftance  of  this  :  He  want¬ 
ed  to  know  vuhat  he  mujl  do  to  inherit  eternal 
Life  ;  our  Saviour  bids  him  go  and  fell  that 
he  had ,  and  give  to  the  Poor ,  and  take  up  his 
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Crofs  and  follow  him  :  But  he  having  a  great 
Eftate,  did  not  care  to  part  with  it  fo ;  if 
t’nofe  were  the  Terms  of  Salvation,  he  had 
nothing  further  to  lay,  and  immediately  took 
his  leave.  And  it  is  very  likely,  had  others 
of  diftinguifh’d  Fortunes  and  Stations  apply ’d 
in  like  manner,  they  might  have  done  (o  too  ; 
but  whether  they  would  or  no,  it  is  very 
certain  our  Lord  would  have  expected  as  much 
from  them  as  he  did  from  him. 

This  was  no  Cornfel  of  Perfe&ion,  as  the 
Romani  ft s  plead  ;  no  Work  of  Supererogation , 
but  a  necejfary  Duty  :  It  was  utterly  impoffi- 
ble  for  him  to  go  to  Heaven  upon  other  Con¬ 
ditions. 

I  t  does  not  appear  that  he  came  by  what 
he  had  diflioneflly,  nor  that  he  had  employ’d 
it  to  bad  Purpofes  ;  but  he  was  rich,  and  re- 
lolv’d  to  continue  fo,  and  that  was  enough  ; 
It  is  eafier  for  a  Camel  to  go  through  the  Eye  of 
a  Needle,  than  for  a  Rich  Man  to  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  What  can  be  plainer  ?  It 
may  be  laid,  our  Lord,  without  defending  to 
the  Ahufe  of  Wealth,  abfolutely  condemns  the 
Ufe  of  it :  He  makes  you  fee  the  very  Poffef 
fim  of  Riches  criminal  and  fatal. 

So 
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So  that  it  matters  not  how  it  might  be 
in  former  times  :  A  Jerw,  it  is  confels’d,  was 
at  liberty  to  keep  his  Eftate,  and  to  improve 
it  too,  provided  he  did  it  not  by  indirect 
Methods,  and  what  he  honeilly  pofleiled  he 
might  innocently  enjoy  5  and,  moreover,  lay 
up  in  ftore  againft  his  Death  a  comfortable 
Provifion  for  thole  of  his  Family  who  were 
to  come  after  him  :  Nay,  it  is  further  granted, 
that  under  the  old  Dilpenlation,  People  were 
not  only  permitted  but  encouraged  to  heap  up 
Riches ;  temporal  Advantages  leem  to  have 
been  the  principal  Motives  they  were  kept  to 
Duty  by. 

But  the  Overtures  of  the  Golpel  are  of 
a  different  Nature :  The  Son  of  God,  when 
he  came  into  the  World,  open’d  a  more  in¬ 
viting  Scene,  brought  Life  and  Immortality  to 
Light,  and  propos’d  to  his  Followers  a  Re- 
compence  of  Virtue  worthy  of  their  Care : 
Inftead  of  the  paltry,  precarious,  and  perifh- 
ing  Riches  of  the  prefent  Life,  the  Riches  of 
Eternity ,  Treafures  compleatly  fatisfadtory, 
and  not  more  delightful  than  durable  ;  an  In¬ 
heritance  that  fadeth  not  a'way  •,  a  Kingdom  that 
is  everlajling  5  in  a  word,  an  exceeding  and 
eternal  Weight  of  Glory. 
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And  having  given  the  fulled  Employment 
to  our  Hopes,  having  pointed  out  Heaven  to 
us,  and  placed  us  in  the  Road  which  leads 
directly  to  it,  he  expects  that  no  earthly 
Views  fliould  ever  be  iufFer’d  to  intercept  our 
Profpect,  or  interrupt  cur  Progrefs.  The 
Chriftian  is  in  purfuit  of  Happinefs  above  ; 
fublunary  Cares  or  Fears  are  properly  below 
his  notice. 

A  n  d  to  prevent  our  imagining  the  In¬ 
junction  laid  upon  the  young  Man  before 
us  to  be  lingular,  and  obligatory  upon  none 
but  himielf,  our  Lord  (it  may  be  farther  ar¬ 
gu’d)  has  plainly  enough  told  us  his  Mind  on 
other  Occafions  concerning  this  World  and 
the  good  Things  of  it  $  particularly  in  his 
■inimitable  Sermon  at  the  Mount;  Take  no 
Thought,  fays  he,  for  your  Life,  what  ye  Jhall 
eat,  or  what  ye  [hall  drink  j  nor  yet  for  your 
Body,  what  ye  Jhall  put  on.  You  obferve,  he 
is  (o  far  from  giving  us  leave  to  think  of 
Riches  and  Abundance,  fo  far  from  allowing 
a  Care  and  Concern  for  the  Comforts  of  Life, 
that  he  forbids  being  follicitous  about  the  Ne- 
cejfanes  of  it.  His  Difciples  are  to  be  care¬ 
ful  for  nothing,  not  fo  much  as  for  Food  and 
Rayment  ,  and  the  Reafon  he  afterwards  af- 
-  .  figns 
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figns  for  this  Prohibition  is  very  remarkable  : 
Behold  the  Fowls  of  the  Air  $  for  they  fow  wot, 
neither  do  they  gather  into  Barns ,  yet  your  hea¬ 
venly  Father  feedeth  them  :  Are  ye  not  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  they  ?  And  why  take  ye  thought  for 
Ray  men  t  ?  Confder  the  Lillies  of  the  Field,  how  ver.iS 
they  grow  ;  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  fpin,  &c’ 
and  yet  I  fay  unto  you)  that  even  Solomon  in 
all  his  Glory  was  not  array  d  like  one  of  thefe  : 
Wherefore  if  God  fo  clothe  the  Grafs  of  the  Field—  - 
he  not  much  more  clothe  you,  0  ye 
Faith  ?  Therefore  take  no  thought,  faying,  what 
Jloall  we  eat  ?  or  what  Jhall  we  drink  ?  or 
wherewithal  Jhall  we  be  clotlod  ?  For  after  all 
thefe  things  do  the  Gentiles  feek.  You,  my 
Followers*  have  (omething  eke  to  do  *  your 
heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of 
thefe  things,  and  he  will  provide  them  for  you 
without  your  feeking. 

Were  thefe  Admonitions*  it  may  be  ask’d* 
written  for  our  Learning  ?  or  does  the  Evan- 
gelift*  like  other  Hiftorians*  only  give  us  a 
plain  Narrative  of  Matters  juft  for  our  A- 
mufement*  to  fliew  us  what  the  firft  Chri- 
ftians  were  oblig’d  to  ?  If  we  fuppofe  the 
Leftbn  here  taught,  to  concern  none  but  the 
Auditory  then  prefent,  may  we  not  with  equal 

Reafcn 


6  A  Spinal  Sermon.: 

Reafon  affirm  the  fame  of  every  other  Part 
of  the  Sermon,  and  indeed  of  all  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  Doctrines  in  other  Places ;  all ,  I  mean, 
which  are  peculiarly  Golpel-Dobtrines  ?  And 
will  not  the  lame  Pretence  hkewilc  fervc  to 
coniine  what  the  Apoftles  wrote  in  their  Epi- 
ftles  to  thole  only  to  whom  they  were  directed  ? 
After  this  rate  we  may  explain  away  the  whole 
New  Teftament,  and  the  Old  too  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  confidering  the  Bible  as  a  compleat 
Rule  ot  Faith  and  Manners,  make  it,  with 
the  De'ijh  and  other  Antifcripturijls ,  to  be  no 
Rule  at  all. 

Are  we  then,  it  may  be  demanded  on  the 
other  fide,  in  good  earnelt  to  take  no  thought 
for  to  morrow  ?  Is  that  Neglect  of  the  Ne- 
ceflarics  of  Life,  recommended  by  our  Lord 
to  his  Elearers  at  the  Mount,  equally  binding 
upon  all  who  embrace  Chriftianity  ? 

A  iull  and  clear  Anfwer  to  thefc Inter¬ 
rogatories  will  gradually  lead  us  to  a  right 
underftanding  of  the  Dodtrine  contain’d  in 
my  Text,  and  conlequently  of  the  proper 
ufe  to  be  made  of  it. 

I  affirm,  therefore,  that,  every  Precept 
deliver’d  by  our  Saviour  at  the  Mount,  was 
defign’d  not  only  for  the  Guidance  of  his  im¬ 
mediate 
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mediate  Hearers,  but  of  all  Mankind  as  long 
as  the  World  endures,  if  they  pretend  to  be 
his  Difoiples  •,  and  we  at  this  Day  are  as  much 
bound  to  take  no  thought  for  to-morrow,  as  thole 
firft  Chriftians  were,  whenfoever  the  Affairs 
of  our  great  Mafter  make  it  neceflary  :  There 
can’t  be  the  fame  Reafon  for  it  now  which 
was  then ,  but  there  may  be  others  which  are 
tantamount.  Every  one  of  us  may  be  fo  cir- 
cumftariced  as  to  have  no  leilure  to  provide 
for  to-morrow  and  for  Eternity  too ;  and  when 
it  happens  that  the  Interefts  either  of  Soul  or 
Body  muff  be  negledted,  which  of  the  two 
ought  to  employ  our  Care,  a  Chriffian  can’t 
but  know  ;  the  Rule  is  plain :  Take  no  thought 
for  your  Life,  faying,  What  pall  we  eat,  &c. 
Seek  ye  firjl  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

W  e  are  told  by  our  Lawgiver,  If  any^\ 
Man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  Pis  Father  and  ’ 
Mother,  and  Wife  and  Children,  and  Brethren  and 
Sifters,  yea  and  his  own  Life  alfo,  he  cannot  he 
my  Difciple  :  And  whofoever  doth  not  hear  his 
Crofs,  and  come  after  me,  cannot  he  my  Difciple. 
You  will  oblerve,  he  fays,  If  any  Man 
come  to  me  -,  fo  that  there  is  not  fo  much  as 
the  Shadow  of  a  Pretence  for  infinuating  that 
the  Precept  here  is  particular  :  Our  Lord  fpeaks 
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indefinitely  of'  all,  If  any  Man  come  to  me,. 
let  him  be  who  he  will,  and  hate  not  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  See.  he  cannot  he  my  Difcipk. 

What  mu  ft  we  fay  now  to  this  ?  that 
to  hate  our  Father,  and  Mother,  and  Wife, 
and  Children,  ci'c.  is  one  part  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion  ?  God  forbid.  By  the  Laws 
of  the  Gofpel  we  are  to  hate  no  Body,  not 
the  worft  of  Enemies,  and  therefore  you  may 
be  fure  not  our  neareft  and  deareft  Relations, 
and  even  our  own  Life  too.  Stridly  fpeak- 
ing,  nothing  but  Sin  is  the  proper  Objedt  of 
our  Hatred :  How  then,  it  may  be  ask’d,  is 
this  furprizing  Scripture  to  be  taken  ?  Our 
37,  Lord  himfelf  has  taught  us :  He  that  loveth 
Father  or  Mother  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of 
me  ;  and  he  that  loveth  Son  or  Daughter  more 
than  me,  is  not  ’worthy  of  me  j  and  he  that  ta~ 
heth  not  his  Cr-ofs ,  and  followeth  after  me,  is 
not  worthy  of  me :  He  that  fndeth  his  Life  /hall 
lofe  it,  and  he- that  hfeth  his  Life  for  my  fake 
(hall  find  if.  Here  we  learn  what  is  meant 
by  hating  our  Parents,  and  Family,  and  Life, , 
qjiz.  giving  God  and  Religion  the  Preference. 
If  we  can’t  retain  our  Love  for  our  Relations 
or  our  Lives,  without  departing  from  the 
Love  of  God;  natural  Affection  and  Self-,. 

Prefervatioa , 
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Prefervation  are  then  to  give  place  :  If  any] 
Man  hate  not  his  Father,  &c,  that  is,  if  his 
Fondnefs  for  them  be  greater  than  the  Regard 
he  has  for  me  and  the  Gofpel,  he  cannot  he  my 
Difciple ;  and  vohofoever  beareth  not  his  Crop , 
(when  God  lays  it  upon  his  Shoulders )  can¬ 
not  be  my  Difciple . 

Just  fb  it  is  with  refpedl  to  the  Doc¬ 
trines  we  have  been  confidering,  and  all  others 
we  meet  with  in  the  New  Teftament,  which 
carry  in  them  the  Face  of  Severity,  and  feem 
to  be  contrary  to  Rea  (on  and  common  Pru¬ 
dence  :  Leave  your  Nets  and  your  Callings  ; 
fell  that  thou  hajl,  and  give  to  the  Poor  •,  tale 
no  thought  for  to-morrow,  and  the  like.  The(e 
are  Laws  (how  unreaionable  foever  fome  may 
think  them)  to  be  ftrictly  obey’d  by  every 
Follower  of  Jefus,  when  God  fees  fit  to  call 
him  to  Duty  •,  when  the  Caufe  of  Religion 
requires  it,  and  Matters  are  brought  to  that 
pafs  that  he  can’t  otherwife  preferve  his  In¬ 
tegrity. 

W  e  can  never  indeed  have  the  fame  oc- 
cafion  for  putting  them  in  practice  which  the 
fitft  Believers  had ;  the  Gofpel  was  at  that 
time  in  its  Infancy.  When  the  Author  of 
our  Faith  laid  thofe  Commands  on  his  Hearers, 

D  i  he 
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he  had  but  newly  begun  to  plant  his  Religion 
in  the  World  ;  and  in  order  to  its  taking 
root,  and  Ipreading,  two  things  were  ablo- 
lurely  neceflary  to  be  done  by  thole  that  came 
over  to  it ;  namely,  to  accompany  their  Ma¬ 
tter  from  Place  to  Place,  and  hold  themlelves 
in  a  readinels  to  endure  the  hardelt  things  for 
the  lake  of  their  Profelfion  •,  neither  of  which 
could  they  poffibly  do,  but  by  quitting  and 
forlaking  their  Polfellions,  their  Callings,  their 
Friends,  and  Relations,  and  entirely  dilen*' 
gaging  their  Minds  from  all  worldly  En-  ' 
cumbrances.  And  upon  this  account  it  was 
that  the  young  Man  was  told,  if  he  would 
he  perfect,  that  is,  if  he  were  minded  to  be  a 
Ckrijtian,  a  Follower  of  Telus,  he  muft  give 
away  all  he  had.  And  let  not  any  imagine, 
becaule  our  Saviour  is  not  now  in  Perlon  up¬ 
on  Earth,  that  rich  Men  in  tllele  Days  are 
nothing  concern’d  in  that  Leflon  :  It  may  be 
Hill  as  ncceffary  for  them,  if  they  mean  to  ap¬ 
prove  themlelves  lincere  Chriftians,  to  do  as 
much.  For  inftance,  in  a  Heathen  or  Ma¬ 
hometan  Country,  or  even  where  fame  who 
call  themlelves  Chriftians  bear  rule,  they  may 
be  drove  to  fuch  Extremities  as  to  be  forc’d 
either  to  renounce  their  Faith,  or  relign  their 

-  .  Polidlions  -. 
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Pofleflions.  What  think  you  of  the  prefent 
Polture  of  Affairs  at  thorn  ?  Should  the  In- 
terpofal  of  the  Protejlant  Powers  in  their  Fa¬ 
vour  prove  ineffectual,  many  of  the  People 
of  Subftanee  there  will  hardly  have  time,  I 
doubt,  to  lave  their  Eftates ;  unlefs  we  can 
fuppofe  them  capable  of  doing  as  the  'Jews 
in  Spain  and  Portugal  do,  and  fome  Hugonots 
in  France,  thole  pretended  Converts,  I  mean, 
to  Popery,  who  balely  facrifice  their  Religion 
to  their  fecular  Interejl,  and  for  the  fake  of 
much  lefs  Gain  than  that  of  the  whole  World, . 
are  eafily  prevail’d  with  to  barter  away  their 
Souls. 

Religion  (tho’  the  Carnal  and  Worldly- 
minded  are  pleas’d  to  let  very  lightly  by  it) 
will  be  found  to  be  our  weightiejl,  our  main 
Concernment :  All  Men  fhall  one  Day  be 
convinced  that  there  is  no  trifling  with  God  ; 
that  a  Chriftian  fhould  readily  part  with 
Eftate,  or  any  thing,  rather  than  a  good  Con- 
fcicnce. 

Persecution,  as  terrifying  as  it  is  to 
human  Nature,  is  what  all  the  Difciples  of 
Chrift,  in  all  Ages  of  the  World,  ought  to  be 
prepar’d  in  their  Minds  to  ftand  the  brunt  of: 
For  he  who  will  not,,  when  call’ A  to.  ic,  fuff 
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fer  for  his  Religion  in  this  Life,  fliall  infallibly 
fufFer  for  his  Apofacy  in  the  next. 

But,  except  in  particular  and  uncommon 
Cafes,  I  pretend  not  to  tell  you  that  any  of 
the  aforemention’d  Precepts  are  to  take  place. 
That  Injunction,  of  taking  no  thought  for  to¬ 
morrow,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in¬ 
tended  as  a  funding  Rule  for  the  Government 
even  of  thofe  on  whom  it  was  fir  ft  laid,  in 
every  Scene  of  their  Lives.  It  is  plain  the 
Difciples  themfehes  did  not  fo  underftand  it ; 
John  xxi.  for  Simon  Peter,  and  Thomas  called  Didymus, 
2'3'  and  Nathaniel  of  Cana  in  Galilee,  and  the 
Sons  of  Zebedee,  and  two  others,  about  three 
Years  after  they  receiv’d  that  Command,  did 
take  thought  about  what  they  Jhould  eat,  dec. 
and  were  actually  following  their  Calling  for 
a  Livelihood,  when  our  Saviour  fliew’d  him- 
felf  to  them  the  third  time  after  his  Refur- 
rection. 

All  the  Apoftles  at  times,  when  their 
Mailer’s  Bufinefs  permitted,  work’d  at  the 
Trades  they  were  brought  up  to  :  In  the 
i  Cor.  iv.  Words  of  St.  Paul}  they  labour'd >  working  with 
E2‘  their  own  Hands .  Neither  (as  he  tells  the  Thef- 
iThefr. m.jalonians)  did  we  eat  any  Mans  Bread  for 
9,10  nought ;  hut  wrought  with  Labour  and  Travel 

Night 
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Night  and  Day,  that  ■ we  might  not  he  chargeable 
to  any  of  you.  Not  hecaufe  we  have  not  Power, 
hut  to  make  our f elves  an  Enf ample  to  you  to  fol¬ 
low  us.  For  even  when  we  were  with  you,  this 
we  commanded,  that  if  any  would  not  work, 
neither  fhould  they  eat.  The  Apoftles  had  a 
claim  upon  their  Flocks  (and  To  have  all  other 
Minifters  of  Chrift  in  the  due  Dilcharge  of 
their  Function)  for  their  neceffary  Support,  and, 
might  juftly  have  infilled  on  being  exempted 
by  their  Profeflion  from  all  Fatigues  and  Cares 
of  that  Nature  ;  but  they  chole  rather  to  wave 
this  Privilege,  and  by  their  own  Hands  to  mini- 
Jfer  unto  their  Necejjities,  for  an  Example  to 
others,  left  any  thing  advanc’d  by  their  Ma¬ 
iler  or  themlelves  concerning  a  Negledt  of 
the  World,  might  lead  People  into  a  Fancy 
that  Chriftianity  encourag’d  Men  in  Idlenels 
and  Sloth  ;  and  bccaule  under  fome  extraor¬ 
dinary  Emergencies  they  were  to  take  no  thought 
for  their  Life,  that  therefore  they  never  needed  ; 
to  take  any  thought  about  it :  The  Apoftles, 
Flay,  to  prevent  any  Miftakes  in  their  new- 
Converts  of  that  kind,  condelcended  to  work 
hard  themlelves,  and  gave  Uriel  Orders  with  - 
Kgard  to  all  in  .a  low.  Condition,  and  able  to , 
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labour,  That  if  any  would  not  work ,  neither 

Jhould  they  eat- 

The  Chrillians,  it  muft  be  laid,  after 
our  Lord’s  Afcenfion  into  Heaven  had  for  a 
while  all  things  common  •,  but  that  Cuftom 
(which  in  the  then  Circumftances  of  the 
Church  was  laudable  and  necelfary)  we  know, 
lafted  not  long  :  As  foon  as  their  Number 
became  confiderable  and  they  began  to  fpread, 
.  they  got.  into  other  Methods  :  Inftead  of  a 
common  Purfe  for  all.  Gatherings  were  only 
made  for  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  luch 
as  were  under  Perlecution,  or  apparently  dis¬ 
abled  either  by  Age  or  Accidents  to  fubfift 
by  their  own  Induftry  :  Thole  who  could 
live  by  their  Labour  were  not  to  be  'main¬ 
tain’d  without  it.  The  Apoftles,  tho’  they 
took  great  Pains  to  excite  Men  to  Charity, 
recommended  none  but  real  and  proper  Ob- 
je&s  of  it  :  For  thefe  it  was  that  St.  Paul 
gave  Direction  to  the  Corinthians ,  as  he  had 
i  Cor.xvi.  before  to  the  Churches  of  Galatia:  Upon  the 
x‘  5‘  j drjl  Day  of  the  Week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  hy 

him  in  Jlore  as  God  hath  proffer'd  him.  Which 
Palfage  lerves  to  inftrud  us,  that  as  they  were 
not  now  to  flrip  themlelves  of  every  thing 
they  were  polfels’d  of,  and  throw  all  into  the 

publick 
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publick  Stock,  as  at  firft fo  neither,  on  the 
other  fide,  were  they  to  think  of  referving  all 
their  Incomes  or  Earnings  to  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Ufe.  There  was  to  be  a  Bag  for  the 
Poor  as  well  as  for  themfelves ;  and  as  they 
throve  in  their  Circumjlances  they  were  to  go¬ 
vern  their  Alms.  Such  of  them  as  prolper’d 
mightily,  and  veere  rich  in  this  World,  were  to 
he  alfo  rich  in  good  Works  -,  as  St-  Paul  orderslEP-vil8- 
Timothy  to  let  them  know  :  But  he  does  not 
bid  him  (as  St.  Aujlin  remarks)  charge  them 
to  part  with  all  that  they  had  ;  he  was  only 
to  caution  them  againft  the  ulual  Mifchiefs 
attending  upon  full  Fortunes,  That  they  he  not 
high-minded,  nor  truft  in  uncertain  Riches,  but  in 
the  living  God -,  and  do  good  in  proportion  to 
their  Abilities. 

The  Truth  is,  where  Chriflianity  is  ejla- 
hlijh'd,  or  only  tolerated,  and  Men  may 
fafely  keep  their  Pofleffions  to  make  away 
all,  to  redrefi  the  Calamities  of  others  by 
the  Ruin  of  themfelves,  and  even  for  their 
daily  Bread  to  rely  only  upon  God,  expect¬ 
ing  to  be  fed  in  fome  fuch  miracu¬ 
lous  way,  as  Elijah  was  by  the  Ravens  •,  this 
were  not  to  trujl  but  to  tempt  his  Providence. 
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I  n  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  things  the  Gof- 
pel  freely  indulges  a  State  of  Affluence  and 
Profperity  j  and,  in  a  word,  no  Man  is  bound 
to  give  up  his  Riches,  but  when  the  keeping 
of  them  will  Jhake  his  Virtue. 

What  leans  to  have  milled  Pelagius  and 
his  Followers  into  other  Sentiments,  was  their 
taking  the  Words  of  my  Text  in  a  ftri&ly  li¬ 
teral  Senfe,  without  conlidering  the  general 
Scope  and  Defign  of  Chriftianity,  or  fo 
much  as  catting  their  Eye  upon  the  Context, 
where  they  might  Toon  have  been  convinc’d  of 
their  Error,  and  let  right.  For  Sr.  Mark 
(who  is  lomewhat  more  full  and  particular, 
than  the  reft  of  the  Evangelifts,  in  his  Ac- 
count  of  the  Conference  betwixt  our  Lord 
and  the  young  Man)  acquaints  us,  thatjefus 
perceiving  the  great  Surprize  his  Dilciples 
were  under  at  what  he  had  laid,  explains  him- 
lelf  thus ;  Children,  how  hard  is  it  for  them 
ch.x.  h-  tj9a(  trufj-  'm  Riches  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  ?  So  that  thole  who  do  not  truf  in 
Riches  are  not  the  rich  Men  our  Saviour’  is 
here  (peaking  of ;  the  Text  points  at  none 
but  thofe  that  do  :  It  is  eafier  for  a  Camel,  &c. 
than  for  filch  only  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
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God.  By  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  and  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  though  we  are  (ometimes  to 
underftand  the  Kingdom  of  Glory,  a  future 
State  of  unfpeakable  and  endiefs  Happinefs, 
I  conceive  the  Phrafes  ought  to  be  taken  in 
this  Place  (as  in  fome  others)  for  the  Kingdom 
of  Grace,  that  is,  the  prefent  Chriftiali  State  5 
becaufe  our  Lord  had  juil  before  been  offer¬ 
ing  the  Kingdom  of  Grace  to  the  young  Man  in 
thefe  Words,  If  thou  omit  he  per  fee},  go  and 
fell,  &c,  that  is,  if  thou  wilt  be  a  Chriftian 
and  he  rejecting  the  Offer,  and  withdrawing 
upon  it,  our  Lord  immediately  pronounces, 
a  rich  Man  {hall  hardly  enter  into  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven,  {hall  hardly  be  perfuaded  to  em¬ 
brace  the  Faith,  and  undertake  the  Practice  of 
Chrilfianity  :  It  is  e after  for  a  Camel  to  go 
through  the  Eye  of  a  Needle  j  that  is,  (in  Allu- 
fton  to  a  Jevjijh  Proverb)  humanly  •  {peaking 
it  is  a  thing  tmpojjihle  that  he  fliould  5  as  he 
afterwards  fofeens-  the  Expreflion  in  the  next 
Vene  but  one  (when  he  faw  how  it  affedted 
his  Di(cip'es)  With  Men  this  is  hnpojjibk,  hut 
' with  God  all  things  are  f  off  hie.  God  by  ex¬ 

traordinary  Meafures  of  Grace  can  bring  him 
to  a  tight  Mind,  but  without  a  miraculous 

E  2  Con- 
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Converfion  be  that  trufis  in  Riches  cannot  be 
my  Difciple. 

B  Y  trufiing  in  Riches  is  meant  the  placing 
our  greateft  Felicity  in  them  5  in  the  Language 
.  oF  -fcb,  when  Men  make  Gold  their  Hope,  ' and 

Ch.  xxxi.  • JJ  ill  r  ]  1 

»i.  fay  to  the  fine  Gold,  thou  art  my  Confidence  ;  op 
if  they  do  not  fay  it,  too  plainly  Jhew  it  by 
deliberately  wounding-  their  Confcience  to  pre¬ 
fer -ve  or  increafe  their  Stores. 

And  now  it  will  be  eafy  to  fettle  and  de¬ 
termine  the  L  eflon  we  are  taught  in  this-  Place 
of  Scripture  •,  for  by  gathering  the  two  Verles 
into  one  Propofition,  the  full  Importance  of 
the  Text  clearly  appears  to  be  this ;  That  it 
is  extreamly  difficult,  nay  morally  impoffible, 
for  the  Man  that  trufis  in  Riches  to  become 
a  true  and  Jim  ere  Chriftian. 

And  great  Reafbn  had  the  Son  of  God, 
who  knew  the  Hearts  of  all  the  Children  of 
Men,  for  making  this  Oblervation,  elpecial- 
ly  at  that  Conjundure ;  when  the  young  Man 
he  had  been  talking  with  was  a  frefh  and  un¬ 
happy  Inftanee  of  the  Truth  of  it  ;  who, 
notwithftanding  the  good  Progref  he  had 
made,  as  he  thought,  in  Religion,  when  he 
came  to  his  proper  Trial,  egregioully  difco* 
ver’d  the  Power  of  Wealth,  and  the  Weabtefs 

of 
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of  Nature  ;  giving  a  (ad  and  melancholy 
Proof,  after  all  his  boafted  Attainments, 
that  he  lov’d  his  Treafures  better  than  his 
Soul. 

Riche  s,  it  muft  be  own’d,  tho’  nothing 
hurtful  or  criminal  in  their  Nature,  are  great. 
and  dangerous  Temptations  in  times  of  Dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  and  indeed  in  all  Conditions  of 
Life  they  require  much  greater  Skill  to 
manage  them  rightly,  than  People  ordinari¬ 
ly  are  Mafters  of :  They  may  be,  and  I  am 
fatisfy’d  often  are,  innocently  enjoy’d ;  but  it 
is  likewife  too  often  to  be  obferv’d  that  they 
are  not  :  They  fteal  infenfibly  into  the  Minds 
of  the  Unwary  (efpecially  when  acquir’d  thro’ 
their  ownlnduftry  and  Pains)  and  by  degrees  fo 
engrofs  their  Affections,  that  at  length  they  can 
truly  love  and- value  nothing  elfe;  they  may  fan¬ 
cy  themfelves  with  the  young  Man  to  be  well 
difpos’d  towards  another  World,  to  be  under 
a  warm  and  hearty  Concern  about  their  future 
Welfare;  but,  alas!  no  fooner  does  there 
happen  a  Competition  betwixt  Godl'mefs  and 
great  Gain,  but  chey  quickly  undeceive  others 
and  themfelves  too,  by  relinquifliing  all  their 
Hopes  of  Treafures  in  Heaven  for  the  fake  of 
prdent  Poffeflions  upon.  Earth.  ’T.was  by 
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reafon  of  this  undue  Confidence  in  and  over¬ 
valuing  of  the  good  things  of  this  Life,  that 
io  few  Perfons  of  DiJUnBim  were  convert¬ 
ed  to  the  Faith  by  our  Lord  and  the  firffc 
.  Difpenlers  of  his  Word  ;•  that,  as  St.  Paul  in¬ 
ti,  forms  us,  Not  many  wife  Men  after  the  Flejh, 
not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  were  call’d  j 
that  is,  came  over  to  the  Golpe!  ;  for  call’d 
they  were  (according  to  the  common  Accep¬ 
tation  of  the  Word)  as  well  as  other  People, 
the  Go.pcI  being  freely  preach’d  to  ail ;  but 
the  great  ones  were  not  dilpos’d  to  liften  to 
that  Call ;  their  Heads  and  Hearts  were  other- 
wife  taken  up  :  The  'Luff  of  the  Flejh,  the 
Lujl  cf  the  Eye,  and  the  Pride  of  Life  (as 
St.  John  very  pertinently  files  the  Pleafures, 
Profits  and  Honours  of  the  prefent  World) 
having  (o  blinded  and  infatuated  their  Un- 
derftanding,  that,  like  their  Predecdfor  Doeg, 
They  took  not  God  for  their  Strength ,  hut  trufed 
in  the  Multitude  of  their  Riches ,  and  frengthen’d 
themfelves  in  their  Wickednefs.  And  the  lame 
fatal  Dclufions,  by  which  the  Earthly-minded 
were  then  hinder’d  frem  difcerning  and  em- 
bracing  their  true  Intereft,  have  the  fame  Ef¬ 
fect  upon  their  Succellhrs  at  this  Day  ;  for  in 
all  Ages  of  the  Church,  the  Love  of  the 
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World  and  the  Love  of  God ,  Covet  oufnefs 
and  Chrifianity,  ever  have  been,  and  ever  will 
be  incompatible.  It  is  contrary  to  Rcafon  as 
well  as  Revelation  to  fuppole  that  any  one  Man 
can  poflibly  ferve  thole  t<wo  Mailers  God  and 
Mammon  •,  as  might  abundantly  be  made  out 
by  a  great  Variety  of  Proofs  not  to  be  gain- 

lay’d. - But  the  occasion  of  my  appearing 

here  at  this  time  makes  it  proper  for  me  ra¬ 
ther  to  recommend  the  rigjot  Ufe  of  Wealth, 
than  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  the  Abufe-  of 
ir,  and  to  diredt  my  Dilcourle  not  to  thole 
that  trull  in  Riches,  but  to  thole  who,  tho’ 
they  have  Riches,  tYufl  only  in  God ;  for  I  hope 
there  are  many  of  that  happy  number  in  the 
prelent  Auditory,  whole  Succels  in  their  tem¬ 
poral  Affairs  has  not  fo  attach’d  them  to  this 
World  as  to  make  them  forget  that  there  is 
another ;  where  they  are  promis’d  a  better  and 
more  enduring  Subfiance  than  earthly  Trealures ; 
who  firmly  believe  there  is  a  Heaven  for  good 
People,  and  would  therefore  gladly  do  their 
part  to  fit  and  prepare  themlelves  for  the 
Glories  of  it.  Which  leads  me  to  the 

Second  Particular  I  undertook  3  namely,  To 
confider  how  the  Wealthy  and  Prolperous 
Hand  oblig’d,  by  the  Rules  of  the  Gofpel,  to 

govern 
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govern  their  Condud  with  refped  to  their 
Circum  fiances. 

And  from  what  has  been  advanc’d  on 
this  Subjed,  there  can  be  no  room  to  doubt 
but  it  is  incumbent  upon  a  Chriflian,  in  the 

Fir (l  Place,  To  take  the  Advice  of  the 
•  Pfalmijl,  ’If  Riches  increafe ,  not  to  fet  his  Heart 
upon  them  ;  becaufe,  for  any  thing  he  knows, 
it  may  be  the  D  o  N  o  r’s  Pleafure  to  refume 
them,  or  (which  comes  to  the  fame)  to  com¬ 
mand  him  to  refign  them.  It  may  be  his 
Lot  to  be  expos’d  to  as  furprizing  a  Trial  that 
Way,  as  the  young  Man  in  the  Context  was : 
It  is  not  perhaps  very  likely  that  he  will,  but 
I  have  fhewn  it  is  not  altogether  impojfihle  but 
he  may.  Or,  if  he  who  gave  us  what  we 
have  in  the  World  may  not  fee  caufe,  either 
by  meerly  providential  Difpenfations  or  other- 
wife,  to  take  all  away  again,  he  may  however 
deprive  us  of  part:  Or,  tempting  Opportunities 
may  offer  of  enlarging  our  Bags  and  our  Barns , 
which  can’t  be  embrac’d  with  a  lafe  Con- 
feience.  Upon  thefe,  and  many  other  Ac¬ 
counts,  it  will  be  found  to  be  our  Wifdom 
not  to  fix  our  A  feed  tons  upon  earthly  Riches, 
if  we  think  of  Treafures  in  Heaven. 


We 
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W  e  may  love  the  World,  and  the  Things 
that  are  in  the  World,  in  a  due  Subordina¬ 
tion  to  the  Love  of  God  :  We  may  confider 
them  as  Conveniencies,  and  regard  them,  I 
fay,  in  a  moderate  degree ;  but  we  muff 
look  upon  nothing  on  this  fide  the  Grave-as 
our  sovereign  Good,  our  supream 
Felicity.  Under  this  Reftridion  a  Man  may 
be  as  profperous  as  he  can  wifli  to  be  :  There 
is  noObftacle  in  Religion  to  baulk  his  Views. 

But  then  tho’  the  Gofpel,  except  on  fome 
extraordinary  Occafiops,  gives  Men  leave  to 
grow  rich,  and  to  continue  rich,  it  does  not 
permit  them  fo  to  keep  what  they  have  to 
themfehes  that  none  but  themfehes  {hall  be  the 
better  for  it.  And  therefore  I  muff  obferve. 

Secondly ,  That  fuch  as  are  blefs’d  with 
Riches  ftand  bound  to  Ads  of  Mercy,  and 
fhould  be  as  bountiful  and  kind  to  others  as 
Providence  has  been  to  them :  It  does  not 
follow,  becaufe  they  are  not  requir’d  to  dif- 
pofe  of  all  their  Subftance  among  the  Poor, 
that  therefore  they  are  at  liberty  to  give  them 
nothing. 

M  o  s  t  of  the  pernicious  Confluences  of 
Riches  to  the  Poifed'ors  of  them  fpring  from 
a  Notion  that  their  Wealth  is  entirely  their 

F  onm  : 


A  Spinal  Berm o n. 

own :  Indeed  it  is  fo  far  their  own,  that  no 
Man  has  a  right,  either  by  Force  or  Fraud y 
to  diminilh  their  Stores  ;  fhould  the  pooreft 
Beggar  prefume  to  fupply  his  Wants  out  of 
another's  Abundance  without  his  Privity  and 
Conlent,  it  is  a  Robbery,  and  puniiliable  by 
the  Laws  both  of  God  and  Man.  But  tho’ 
the  Tenures  of  the  Rich  are  fo  (ecurely  fenc’d 
and  guarded,  it  is  a  great  Miltake  to  fancy 
the  foie  Property  in  their  Eftates  is  veiled  in 
themlelves  ■,  for  in  Stridnefs  and  Reality  they 
,  have  no  Property  at  all  in  them  :  The  Earth  is 
the  Lord’s  (as  the  Pfalmijl  (peaks)  and  the  Ful- 
nefs  thereof  ,  the  World  and  they  that  dwell  there¬ 
in  :  In  relped  of  God  no  Man  has  any  thing 
he  can  properly  call  his  own.  We  are  all 
here  below  only  Tenants  at  will  under  the 
great  Landlord  above,  fome  in  larger  and 
fome  in  fmaller  Farms,  the  Rents  and  Profits 
of  which  we  are  Hr  idly  to  account  for. 

The  Rich  and  Great  are  at  bell  but  an 
upper  fort  of  Servants,  with  whom  their  Lord 
has  entrufted  much,  and  from  whom  there- 
.  fore  he  expeds  the  more  j  That  injlead  of 
beating  their  Fellow-Servants ,  and  eating  and 
drinking  with  the  Drunken,  that  is,  inftead  of 
being  cruel  and  unmerciful  to  thofo  that  are 

beneath 
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beneath  them,  and  riotoufly  wafting  their  Ma¬ 
ilers  Goods,  like  faithful  and  wife  Stewards  they 
fiould  rule  over  his  Houjhold ,  and  give  them 
their  Portion  of  Meat  in  due  Sefon.  ■  -y{!, 
Those  People  go  upon  very  deluftve  and 
fatal  Calculations,  who  reckon  their  Affluence 
to  belong  to  themlelves  alone,  and  to  be  in¬ 
tended  barely  for  their  own  private  Accom¬ 
modation.  Riches,  it  is  true,  are  laid  in 
Scripture  to  be  the  Gifts  of  God,  becaule  they 
flow  from  him  :  But  they  are  not  bellow’d 
like  Gifts  or  Prelents  betwixt  Man  and  Man  y 
there  is  no  Alienation  of  Right  from  the  Do¬ 
nor  to  the  Receiver :  God  Hill  remains  the 
Proprietor,  and,  as  Lord  of  all,  has  given 
exprels  Orders  how  the  Talents  he  has  com¬ 
mitted  to  our  Management  fhall  be  laid  out, 
namely,  in  Works  of  Piety  and  Mercy,  in 
adminiftring  due  Comfort  and  Afliftance  to 
our  affli&ed  Fellow-Creatures. 

Not  but  that  a  Man  may  warrantably, 
in  the  firfl  Place,  provide  for  his  own  decent 
Support,  according  to  that  Rank  and  Condi¬ 
tion  the  Providence  of  God  has  plac’d  him 
in  •,  but  when  this  is  done,  when  his  own 
Wants  are  lupply’d,  our  Lord  expects  that  the 
Wants  of  others  lliould  be  conlider’d. 

F  x 
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And  furely  this  is  no  unreasonable  Ex¬ 
pectation,  that  we  fhould  iay  out  in  Charity 
what  we  can  conveniently  (pare,  and  be  helpful 
to  our  Neighbours  without  hurting  ourfelves : 
which  yet  is  all  that  in  ordinary  Cafes  we  are 
call’d  upon  for  •,  when  our  own  Occafions 
are  anfwer’d,  and  a  fuitable  Care  is  taken  for 
thofe  who  have  a  neceftary  Dependance  upon 
us,  that  the  Remainder ,  that  what  is  over  and 
above,  iliould  from  time  to  time  be  handed 
into  the  Poor’s  Box. 

But  the  Difficulty  is  to  determine  what 
this  Remainder  may  be ;  how  much  we  may 
juftifiably  lay  up  for  the  ufe  of  our  felves  and 
our  Families,  and  what  Proportion  of  our 
Subftance  iliould  go  to  charitable  Ufes :  And  all 
that  can  be  laid  to  this,  is,  that  the  Gofpel 
having  given  no  Hated  Rule  about  it,  the 
Meafures  of 'a  Chriftian’s  Charity  mu  ft  be  left 
to  himfelf,  to  his  own  Prudence  and  Difere- 
tion  :  Every  Man  beft  knows  what  he  can  af¬ 
ford  to  do.  We  can  only  defire  People  to 
deal  confeientioufly  and  fairly  in  that  Matter  5 
not  to  impofe  upon  themfelves  by  falfe  Rec¬ 
konings,  not  to  compute  their  own  Exigen¬ 
ces  by  fuch  wicked  Schemes  as  Avarice,  Am¬ 
bition,  or  Senfuality  may  fuggeft  ■,  but  to  go 

by 
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by  the  impartial  Dictates  of  Reafon  and  Reli¬ 
gion  ;  and  whatfoever  their  outward  Circum- 
dances  may  be,  to  be  merciful  after  their 
Power. 

And  this,  after  all,  is  little  more  than 
what,  if  Chridianity  were  out  of  the  que- 
ftion,  the  common  Ties  of  Nature  and  Hu¬ 
manity  bind  us  to  ;  for  Pity  is  interwoven  in 
our  very  Frame,  and  is  part  of  our  Conditu- 
tion.  We  can’t  help  fympathizing  with  eve¬ 
ry  Object  under  great  Extremities  :  At  fuch 
times  we  never  fuccour  others  but  we  relie-ve 
ourfelves ;  and  therefore  is  turning  our  Backs 
upon  the  Difrejfed  defcrib’d  by  the  Prophet 
to  be  hiding  one’s  felf  from  one's  own  Flejh.  So ifa.iviii. 7. 
that  in  order  to  raife  your  Companion  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  thofe  numerous  Objects  that  want  it 
in  the  feveral  Hofpitals  of  this  great  and  fa¬ 
mous  City,  the  Preacher  hath  little  elfe  to  do 
but  to  intreat  your  Patience  only  to  hear  their 
Cafe  :  The  bed  and  mod  moving  Argu¬ 
ments  in  their  behalf,  are  the  Reports  con¬ 
cerning  their  prefent  State  and  Condition, 
which  are  now  to  be  laid  before  you. 

[ Here  was  read  a  true  Report  of  the  great 
number  of  Poor  Children,  and  other  Poor 

People , 
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People,  maintain'd  in  the  feveral  Jfofpi- 
tab,  &c.] 

You  will  pleafe  to  take  notice  that  Pro- 
vifion  is  here*  made  for  the  Unhappy  in  every 
Circumfbtnee  of  Dili  refs  •,  that  Orphans,  and 
other  poor  Children,  {hall  be  train’d  up  in  the 
Way  they  Jhould  go  ;  that  the  Lewd  and  Dif- 
orderly  fliall  be  duly  chaftis’d  ;  that  the  Sick 
and  Wounded  fliall  be  fupply’d  with  proper 
Remedies  under  all  the  Difeafes  and  Difafters 
both  of  Body  arid  Mind.  Let  any  Man  but 
view  the  great  Variety  of  melting  Objects  in 
thefe  feveral  Hofpitals,  and  I  will  venture  to 
lay,  tho’  he  had  no  Senfe  of  Religion  in  him,  he 
muff  do  great  Violence  to  his  Nature  to  di- 
veft  himfelf  of  Commiferation  for  them :  And 
therefore  inftead  of  attempting  to  work  upon 
your  Paffions  by  laying  before  you  their  Infe¬ 
licities,  I  ought  to  imploy  my  felf  in  congra¬ 
tulating  iw/r  great Happinefs,  that  through  the 
Piety  and  Munificence  of  your  Forefathers  in 
founding  thefe  publick  Repofitories  of  Cha¬ 
rity,  an  Opportunity  is  given  you  of  plcajing 
God  in  a  way  which  is  mojl  pleafng  to  your 
felves.  It  is  not  always  our  Privilege  to  obey 
the  divine  Will  by  confulting  our  own  :  In 

the 
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the  prefent  Cafe  we  are  reft  rain  cl  from  nothing 
but  what  is  naturally  our  Averfion  ;  our  Du¬ 
ty  happily  comports  with  our  Defire,  with 
our  Temper  and  Complexion.  There  is  no 
need  of  Courtfliip  or  Invitation  to  the  Suc¬ 
cour  and  Relief  of  human  Creatures  under 
the  Height  of  Woe ;  the  Difficulty  would  be 
to  prevail  with  our  felves  to  be  cruel  and 
hard-hearted  ;  efpecially  when  (as  before  was 
intimated)  no  Affiftance  is  expected  from  us 
but  what  is  well  confident  with  our  Plenty 
and  Abundance  :  For  how  eafily  might  the 
opulent  Part  of  this  flourishing  City  fee  the 
Neceflities  of  all  thefe  charitable  Houfes  large¬ 
ly  fupply’d  without  in  the  leaft  abating  the 
Sumptuoufnefs  of  their  oim  ?  How  vaftly 
different  is  their  Cafe  from  that  of  the  young 
Man  in  the  Context  ?  Under  the  prefent  State 
of  Religion  our  Lord  is  fo  far  from  requiring 
People  to  give  away  all  they  have,  that  his 
Demands  upon  them  are  only  for  their  Su¬ 
perfluities. 

And  fuch  rich  Men  as  refufe  to  do  good 
at  fo  cheap  a  rate,  may  depend  upon  this,  that 
by  how  much  more  eafy  the  ordinary  Terms  and 
Conditions  of  Chriftian  Charity  are,  by  io 
much  more  feverely  Hull  the  neglect  of  them 

be 
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be  accounted  for.  But  I  forbear - 1  will  not 

fufpedt  there  are  any  of  that  unmerciful  Dif- 
pofnion  in  this  Afiembly — and  for  all  others,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  do  before  I  conclude  but 
to  felicitate  them  upon  their  Profperity  :  for  we 
have  feen  it  is  not  the  Possessor  but  the 
Idolize r  of  Wealth  whom  our  Saviour  will 
not  allow  to  be  capable  of  being  a  Chriftian. 
Thofe  who  let  a  true  Value  on  Riches,  and 
make  a  right  ufe  of  them,  are  far  from  co¬ 
ming  under  the  Cenfures  of  the  Gofpel :  Such 
wife  Managers  as  thefe  render  their  Treafures 
an  uvfpeakable  BleJJin g  inftead  of  a  Curfe  to 
them,  by  laying  them  out  in  fo  difereet  a 
Manner  as  to  make  them  equally  ferviceable 
in  promoting  their  temporal  and  their  eternal 
well-being.  So  far  is  Profperity  from  being 
hurtful  in  itfelf^  from  forcing  its  Owners  to 
be  'worfe  than  other  People,  that  it  puts  it  in 
their  power  to  be  letter ,  in  many  refpedls  more 
valuable  and  worthy  there  being  feveral 
fliining  Graces  peculiar  to  a  plentiful  Condi- 
•  tion,  which,  if  duly  exercis’d,  Aiall  not  fail  to 
give  a  Luftre  to  a  Man’s  Character  in  this 
World,  and  heighten  his  Glory  in  the  next : 
I  had  aimed  faid,  the  Largenefs  of  his  Cir- 
cumftances,  as  it  lets  him  above  the  reft  of 

Mankind 
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Mankind  here,  lo  lhall  it  entitle  him  to  a 
SOperiority  and  Precedence  hereafter  ;  for  if 
there  are  Degrees  of  Glory  in  the  next  Life, 
and  the  higheft  of  them  fhall  be  confer ’d  on 
thole  who  do  the  moll  good  in  this,  then  may 
every  Man  of  Figure  and  Fortune  (if  he  pleafes) 
when  he  comes  to  die,  not  only  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  but  advance  into  the 
moft  eminent  and  glorious  Manfions  of  it. 

May  the  upper  part  of  the  World,  the  - 
Wealthy  and  Great,  be  fo  wile  for  themfelves 
as  to  make  the  moft  of  their  Advantages  i 
May  the  Grace  of  God  influence  and  deter¬ 
mine  all  that  are  rich  in  this  World,  not  to  he  / 

highminded,  nor  trust  in  uncertain 

Riches,  hut  in  the  living  GOD  ! - To  do  good, 

to  he  rich  in  good  Works,  ready  to  didrihute,  wil¬ 
ling  to  communicate,  laying  up  in  Jlore  for  them¬ 
felves  a  good  Foundation  againjl  the  time  to  come, 
that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  Life  l  Through 
the  Merits  and  Mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord : 

To  Whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy 
Ghojl,  three  Perfons  and  one  God,  he 
all  Honour,  Praife,  and  Glory,  now  and 
evermore. 

FINIS, 
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